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DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 

Bureau  of  Redamatlon 

43  CFR  Part  420 

Off-Road  Vehicle  Use 

agency:  Bureau  of  Reclamation, 

Interior. 

action:  Adoption  of  Amendments  to 
final  rules. 

summary:  On  August  23. 1974,  final 
regulations  of  the  Bureau  of  Reclamation 
concerning  off-road  vehicles  on  Bureau 
of  Reclamation  lands  became  effective. 
These  regulations  have  been  reviewed 
in  accordance  with  Executive  Order 
11989,  May  24, 1977  (relating  to  off-road 
vehicles  on  public  lands),  which  amends 
Executive  Order  11644.  TTiese 
amendments  fulfill  requirements  set 
forth  in  Executive  Order  11989, 'bnd 
require  all  Bureau  lands  to  be  closed  to 
off-road  vehicTe  use  unless  designated 
“open"  under  the  regulation. 

DATE:  These  amendments  become 
effective  June  15, 1979. 

FOR  FURTHER  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Mr.  L.  David  Williamson,  Senior  Staff 
Assistant  for  Land  Resources 
Management,  Operation  and 
Maintenance  Policy  Staff,  Bureau  of 
Reclamation,  Washington,  D.C.  20240 
(202)  343-5204. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  INFORMATION:  On 

August  22. 1978,  proposed  amendments 
to  Title  43  CFR  Part  420  were  published 
in  the  Federal  Register.  These 
amendments  were  designed  to  bring  the 
Bureau  of  Reclamation’s  regulations  into 
agreement  with  provisions  of  Executive 
Orders  11644  and  11989.  The  three 
changes  made  by  these  amendments 
are:  (1)  add  to  the  exclusions  from  Off- 
Road  Vehicles  (ORV)  “combat  vehicles 
used  in  support  of  national  defense;"  (2) 
add  a  restatement  of  Section  420.2  into 
Section  420.21  by  inserting  the  phrase 
“All  Bureau  lands  shall  be  closed  to  off¬ 
road  vehicle  use  unless  designated 
open;”  and  (3)  make  provisions  for 
Bureau  Regional  Directors  to  order  the 
closure  of  off-road  vehicle  lands  under 
their  jurisdiction  when,  in  their  opinion, 
considerable  adverse  effects  are  being 
caused  by  the  vehicles. 

Comments  received  generally 
supported  these  amendments  except  for 
the  general  closing  of  the  lands,  which 
was  merely  a  restatement  of  rules 
already  in  effect  (43  CFR  420.2).  Since 
Reclamation’s  lands  have  been  acquired 
or  withdrawn  from  the  public  domain 
for  the  construction  of  water 
impoundment  and  distribution  and  for 


■  agricultural  development,  the 
unrestricted  use  of  ORV’s  on  these  lands 
would  be  unwise.  In  fact,  the  nature  of 
these  lands  and  their  intended  use 
dictates  that  the  majority  of  these  lands 
be  closed  to  such  ORV  use.  For  the 
above  reasons,  the  amendment  to  the 
rules  proposed  in  the  Federal  Register, 
page  37206,  Vol.  43,  No.  163,  of  Tuesday, 
August  22, 1978,  are  adopted, 
unchanged,  as  follows. 

The  impacts  of  the  implemention  of 
Executive  Order  11644,  as  amended  by 
Executive  Order  11989  (42  FR  26959),  are 
evaluated  under  final  Environmental 
impact  statement  (FES  78-5)  entitled 
"Departmental  Implementation  of 
Executive  Order  11644,  as  amended  by 
Executive  Order  11989,  pertaining  to  use 
of  Off-Road  Vehicles  on  the  Public 
Lands.”  Bureau  of  Reclamation  existing 
regulations  for  off-road  vehicle  use,  as 
modified  by  these  amendments, 
implement  the  Department  of  the 
Interior’s  policy  which  was  evaluated  in 
the  ffnal  environmental  impact 
statement,  and  require  all  Bureau  lands 
to  be  closed  to  off-road  vehicle  use 
unless  designated  open  under 
procedures  of  Section  420.21.  Notice  of 
the  availability  of  this  final 
environmental  impact  statement  was 
published  in  the  Federal  Register  on 
April  21. 1978,  (FR  Vol.  43  page  17063). 

Primary  author  of  this  document  is  Mr. 
Terence  G.  Cooper,  Staff  Assistant  for 
Land  Resources  Management. 
Operations  and  Maintenance  Policy 
Staff,  Bureau  of  Reclamation. 

DETERMINA'nON  OF  SIGNIFICANCE: 
The  Department  of  the  Interior  has 
determined  that  this  document  is  not  a 
significant  rule  and  does  not  require  a 
regulatory  analysis  under  Executive 
Order  12044  and  43  CFR  Part  14. 

Dated:  June  4. 1979. 

Guy  R.  Martin, 

Assistant  Secretary  of  the  Interior. 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  contained  in 
Executive  Order  No.  11989  of  May  24, 
1977,  Part  420  of  Title  43  is  amended  as 
follows; 

PART  420— OFF-ROAO  VEHICLE  USE 

1.  Paragraph  (a)  is  amended  by 
redesignating  (5)  "official  use"  vehicles 
as  number  (6)  and  adding  a  new 
paragraph  (5)  to  read  as  follows: 

§  420.5  Definitions. 

(a)*  *■  * 

(5)  any  combat  or  combat  support 
vehicle  when  used  in  times  of  national 


defense  emergencies;  and  (6)  “official 
use”  vehicles 
*  *  *  '  «  • 

2.  Immediately  following  the'section 
heading  and  preceding  the  words  “The 
Regional  Director  shall insert  the 
following  sentence:  “All  Bureau  lands 
shall  be  closed  to  off-road  vehicle  use 
under  Section  420.2  unless  designated  as 
open  under  the  following  procedures." 
Paragraph  (c)  is  amended  to  read  as 
follows: 

§  420.21  Procedure  for  designating  areas 
of  off-road  vehicle  use. 

«  4  *  *  * 

(c)  The  Regional  Director  will  inspect 
designated  areas  and  trails  periodically 
to  determine  conditions  resulting  from 
off-road  vehicle  use.  If  he  determines 
that  the  use  of  off-road  vehicles  will 
cause  or  is  causing  considerable  adverse 
effects  on  the  soil,  vegetation,  wildlife, 
wildlife  habitat,  or  cultural  or  historic 
resources  of  particular  areas  or  trails  of 
the  public  lands,  he  shall  immediately 
close  such  areas  or  trails  to  the  type  of 
off-road  vehicle  causing  such  effects.  No 
area  or  trail  shall  be  reopened  until  the 
Regional  Director  determines  that 
adverse  effects  have  been  eliminated 
and  that  measures  have  been 
implemented  to  prevent  future 
recurrence.  The  public  shall  be  notified 
of  restrictions  or  closure  in  accordance 
with  §  420.23. 
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wouUyou 
Hke  to  know 

if  any  changes  have  b^n  made  in 
certain  titles  of  the  CODE  OF 
FEDERAL  REGULATIONS  without 
reading  the  Federal  Register  every 
day?  If  so,  you  may  wish  to  subscribe 
to  the  LSA(ListofCFR 
Sections  Affected),  the  “Federal 
Register  Index,"  or  both. 

LSA  (List  of  CFR  Sections  Affected) 

$10.00 

per  year 

The  LSA  (List  of  CFR  Sections 
Affected)  is  designed  to  lead  users  of 
the  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  to 
amendatory  actions  published  in  the 
Federal  Register,  and  is  issued 
monthly  in  cumulative  form  Entries 
indicate  the  nature  of  the  changes. 

Federal  Register  Index  $8.00 

per  yeai 

Indexes  covering  the 
contents  of  the  daily  Federal  Register  are 
issued  monthly,  quarterly,  and  annually 
Entries  are  carried  primarily  under  the 
names  of  the  issuing  agencies.  Significant 
subjects  are  carried  as  cross-references. 

A  finding  aid  is  included  in  each  publication  which  lists 
Federal  Register  page  numbers  with  the  date  of  publication 

in  the  Federal  Register. 

Note  to  FR  Subscribers:  FR  Indexes  and  the 
LSA  (List  of  CFR  Sections  Affected)  will  continue 
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